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Mao Zedong’s educational thought of the peasant in the period of the new- 
democratic revolution is an important part of Mao Zedong Thought. It was born in 
semi-colonial and semi-feudal society of old China and it is a result of Marxist basic 
educational principles combining with peasant educational practices. 
Mao Zedong’s educational thought of the peasant is formed in the process of 
long-term Chinese revolution, which is a continuous exploration, development and 
improvement of the historical process. Mao Zedong, with his unique revolutionary 
wisdom, had a deep understanding of the peasant’s main force function in Chinese 
revolution, and also recognized that the peasant has its own class weakness such as 
lazy, behind the times. Based on the peasant’s dual nature, Mao Zedong paid great 
attention on the peasant’s education which was considered as a critical part closely 
relating with the failure and success of the new-democratic revolution in the process 
of Chinese revolution.  
The paper is on the basis of comprehensive review to Mao Zedong’s educational 
thought of the peasant in the period of the new-democratic revolution by using 
literature analysis and comparative analysis, exploring its formed and developed 
history. With the guide of related theories from classic writers such as Marx, Engels 
and so on, Mao Zedong did systematical investigation and long-time research about 
the peasant’s education and then formed Mao Zedong’s educational thought of the 
peasant which contain political and ideological education, cultural education, military 
education and education of science and technology. It summarizes the characteristics 
as follows: its features of the times, the nature of the people, and the nature of class. 
The paper try to make a comparison with other thoughts of rural education, focally 
analyzing the contemporary value of the Mao Zedong’s educational thought of the 
peasant.  
Although many changes have taken place in today’s era when compared with that 
time, many tasks which they face still do not change; many theories and methods of 















construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics that we are engaged in. So 
making a further exploration of Mao Zedong’s educational thought of the peasant has 
an important guiding significance for building a socialist harmonious society and the 
construction of new socialist countryside.  
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